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Media Release 
 
 
Phonak Announces Global Brand Ambassador, Olympian 
Aaron Small 
 
 
U.S. Sprint Kayak Champion Spreads Awareness on Hearing Health and 
Breaks the Stigma About Hearing Loss  
 
Stäfa, Switzerland, June 13, 2024 – Phonak, a leading global provider of life-changing hearing 
solutions, proudly welcomes first-time Olympian Aaron Small as an official Global Brand 
Ambassador ahead of the Summer Olympic Games in Paris. Aaron is dedicated to raising 
public awareness about hearing health, overcoming the stigma associated with hearing loss, 
and highlighting the importance of hearing devices. Additionally, he aims to inspire others and 
instill self-confidence, encouraging them to pursue their dreams as he has pursued his.   
 
“It is an exciting time as the world prepares for competition this summer. Our partnership with Aaron 
highlights the convergence of hearing technology and sports, celebrating the values of perseverance, 
resiliency, and the pursuit of excellence that both worlds share,” said Oliver Frank, Vice President of 
Phonak Marketing. “Aaron’s hearing challenges have added dimensions to his life both in and out of 
the water, showcasing his adaptability and strength. At Phonak, we create innovative and high-
performance hearing solutions that push the boundaries of technology, just as Aaron exemplifies high 
performance in his sport. Together, with all of our advocates and ambassadors, we envision a world 
where everyone can live a life without limitations.”  
 

Aaron Small, at the age of 22, has 
already made his mark in the world of 
sprint kayak. Hailing from Seattle, 
Washington, he has become a key figure 
in the U.S. kayak scene. With an 
impressive track record at the Pan 
American Games and winning gold at 
the Olympic Qualifiers this past April, 
Aaron has consistently demonstrated his 
dedication and skill in the sport. 
Alongside his race partner, Jonas Ecker, 
the Paris Olympics will be the first time in 
20 years since the 2004 Summer 
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Olympics in Athens that a U.S. men’s team boat has qualified to compete for the gold marking a 
significant achievement for the country in the sport. 
 
“Competing at the Olympics has been a dream of mine and I am beyond grateful for this opportunity 
to represent Team USA,” said Olympian Aaron Small. “Teaming up with Phonak and sharing my 
hearing loss story with others has also been an amazing step in this incredible journey. With my 
waterproof Audéo Life Lumity, I’ve been able to train with them on the water and better interact with 
everyone in my community. Now as a hearing health ambassador, I’m excited to be able to educate 
others about the importance of hearing health and to encourage the dreams and ambitions of the 
younger generation despite any limitations they believe are in their way.” 
 
This month, Aaron will head to the 
Olympic Training Center in Chula Vista, 
CA. In July, ahead of the Paris Olympics, 
Aaron and his race partner, Jonas, will 
compete in the 2024 ICF Canoe Sprint 
Junior and U23 World Championships.  
 
To discover more about Phonak visit 
Phonak.com or follow Phonak on 
Instagram @phonak. To read more about 
Aaron’s story, check out Phonak’s 
Hearing Stories Blog.  
 
 
Media relations contact: 
 
Global 
Florence Camenzind 
Phone +41 79 538 7131 
Email florence.camenzind@sonova.com 
 
Moon Vitiello 
Phone +1 331 219 2535 
Email moon.vitiello@sonova.com 
 
US 
John Urbaniak 
Phone: +1 331 204 2799 
Email john.urbaniak@sonova.com 
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About Phonak  
life is on. Since 1947, Phonak has been dedicated to improving the quality of life for people with hearing loss. Seventy-five 
years later, our passion for creating life-changing hearing solutions that help people thrive physically, socially, and 
emotionally remains. By offering the industry’s broadest portfolio of hearing solutions, we’re committed to creating a world 
where “life is on” for everyone. 
 
At Phonak, innovation is not limited to products. We work to change the conversations surrounding people with hearing loss. 
We do this by fighting the stigma of hearing aids and creating an understanding of how hearing is connected to the broader 
context of healthy living. 
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